
 

Intent:  
At Broadfield Academy, we recognise the importance of giving children the best possible start to their school career 
and believe this begins in the Early Years. We believe that children have a right to being and belonging, as well as 
becoming. We appreciate that all children come in as unique individuals with varied life experiences and we aim to 
plan teaching and learning opportunities accordingly to support each child to reach their full potential.  
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum is designed to provide a broad and balanced education that meets 
the needs of all our pupils. In addition to promoting the continuous physical and mental wellbeing of our children, 
our ethos is to support our pupils’ personal, social and emotional development, so that they feel safe and secure to 
learn.  
 
The EYFS curriculum celebrates diversity and supports the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
Those children with particular needs, including SEND, are supported appropriately allowing them to be successful. The 
curriculum in the EYFS is presented through the 7 areas of learning and is delivered through extended periods of play 
and sustained shared thinking, following the children’s interests and ideas.  
 
The 7 Areas of Learning: 

 Communication & Language  
 Physical Development  
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 Literacy  
 Mathematics  
 Understanding of the World  
 Expressive Arts & Design  

 
Our curriculum reflects the cultural capital that we know our pupils need, so that they can gain the knowledge, skills 
and understanding they require for success. To ensure this happens, we embed the right habits for learning through 
the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning – Play and Exploration, Active Learning and Creative and Critical 
Thinking.  
 
Our crucial aim in the Early Years, is to build strong foundations rooted in academic and moral success, so that our 
children can go on to be successful learners in their school careers and be active citizens of society. Our aim is for our 
children to be happy, ambitious and curious life-long learners. 
 
Implementation:  
Children in EYFS learn through a balance of child-initiated activities and adult-directed learning. Our daily timetable 
is carefully designed to ensure that children are receiving the highest quality of education and learning. Children 
respond to structure and routine; the adult-directed learning times enable all children to be given the tools to help 
them later access the continuous provision and learning opportunities independently.  
 
Children receive directed teaching in Literacy, Maths and Phonics on a daily basis. Literacy is taught through the 
Primary Writing Project scheme. Maths follows the Herts Maths Essentials scheme and Phonics learning stems from 
Letters and Sounds in conjunction with other comprehensive Phonics resources from other schemes.  
 
In Reception, the morning carpet time session (either Maths or Literacy) is followed by a linked ‘table time’ at which 
the children complete a piece of work independently. This focused time allows the teacher to systematically check for 
understanding, identify and respond to misconceptions quickly and provide instant verbal feedback, which results in 
a strong impact on the acquisition of new learning. In addition, it ensures that every child has completed a purposeful 
piece of work every day and allows them to do so independently and take pride in this.  
 
We have the opportunity to share moments of children’s learning with parents through the interactive online learning 
journal, Tapestry. At Broadfield Academy, we also value imagination and creativity and seek to create a sense of 
enjoyment and fascination in learning through a vibrant continuous indoor and outdoor provision, alongside trips, 
visits and regular forest school sessions. 
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Impact:  
During their time in the Early Years, children will demonstrate high levels of enthusiasm and engagement in their 
learning, developing their communication and social skills towards both adults and children. Children will develop the 
necessary skills in all areas of the curriculum. They will have a wider sense of the world around them and draw on 
these experiences and understandings to make links and move forward with their learning.  
 
Children will aim to meet their Early Learning Goals and have developed their characteristics of effective learning; they 
can apply their knowledge to a range of situations to explain their ideas and understandings. Children should be 
confident to take risks with their learning and discuss their successes and failures, drawing on their experiences to 
improve or adjust what they are doing. Children will appreciate that it’s ok to make mistakes and continue to always 
practice and better ourselves because that is how we learn and become the best we can be.  
 
At Broadfield Academy, our children experience a smooth transition from Nursery into Reception and from Reception 
into KS1. From their individual starting points, children will make excellent progress academically and socially in the 
Early Years, developing a sense of themselves and utilising their taught skills so that they are well prepared for KS1. 


