
                                                     Each skill should be taught sequentially so that your class are secure in that heading. Then they will be able to advance to                                                                                       
t                                                   the next skill. This overview can be used like a spiral, where you will repeat skills several times throughout the year. 
 

 

See Year 1 & Year for relevant words. 

Use age appropriate books for the children to read aloud – please see reading spine books as an example. 

Word reading - Decoding 
 

Retrieval Deduce Analyse Explore 

Distinguish between 
a word, letter and 

space. 
 

Read most of the 
EYFS high frequency 

words. 
 

Read most of Year 1 
common exception 

words. 
 

Use phonic 
knowledge to 

attempt unknown 
words. 

 
Respond speedily 
with the correct 

sound to graphemes. 
 

Sound out and blend 
words with most of 

the taught 
graphemes. 

 
 

Read words 
containing suffixes 
–s, -es, -ing,-ed, -er, 

-est. 
 

Read words 
containing more 

than one syllable. 
Read words with 

contractions e.g I’ll, 
we’ll, I’m. 

 
Check the text makes 
sense as they read 
and corrects where 

needed. 
 

Read aloud and 
begin to use 

expression to show 
awareness of 
punctuation. 

 
Join in with stories 

or poems. 

Use pictures and text 
to identify meaning. 

 
Find information to 
help answer literal 
questions (can be 

with support). 
 

Talk about the main 
point or a key event 

within a text. 
 

Retell familiar 
stories. 

 
Answer simple 

questions about the 
text. 

Make predictions 
about a text before 

reading. 
 

Predict what might 
happen next based 

on what has already 
happened. 

 
Make simple 

inferences on the 
basis of what has 
been said or done. 

 

Discuss word 
meanings, linking 
new meanings to 

words they already 
know. 

 
Recognise a range of 

patterns in texts, 
including stories, 
rhymes and non-

fiction. 
 

Discuss the 
significance of the 

title. 
 

Discuss the 
significance of 

events in the story. 
 

Talk about likes and 
dislikes of a story. 

 
Express opinions 

about main events 
in a story. 

 
Express opinions 

about characters in 
a story. 

 

Year 1 



                                                     Each skill should be taught sequentially so that your class are secure in that heading. Then they will be able to advance to                                                                                       
t                                                   the next skill. This overview can be used like a spiral, where you will repeat skills several times throughout the year. 
 

 

See Year 1 & Year 2 common exception words for relevant words 

Use age appropriate books for the children to read aloud – please see reading spine books as an example. 

 

Word reading - Decoding Retrieval Deduce Analyse Explore 

Read aloud books 
closely matched to 

their improving 
phonic knowledge. 

 
Join in with stories 

or poems. 
 

Apply phonic 
knowledge and 

skills as the route to 
decode words. 

 
Read with growing 
fluency (without 

overt sounding and 
blending). 

 
Read accurately 

words with two or 
more syllables. 

 
Read words with 
common suffixes. 

 
 

Read year 1 common 
exception words, 
and most year 2 

common exception 
words. 

 
Check the text makes 

sense to them as 
they read, and 

correct any 
inaccurate reading.  

 
Read words with 
contractions, and 

understand 
omission. 

 
Read while taking 

into account 
punctuation, 

including ‘?’ and ‘!’. 

Retell a wide range 
of stories, fairy 

stories and 
traditional tales. 

 
Retell a previously 

unknown story 
beginning, middle 

and end. 
 

Locate specific 
information from a 
story, such as key 

events and key 
character names. 

 
Locate specific 

information on a 
given page in 

relation to a direct 
question. 

 
Summarise a story, 

giving the main 
points clearly in 

sequence. 

Make inferences on 
the basis of what 
has been said or 

done. 
 

Make predictions 
about a text using a 

range of clues. 
 

Provide simple 
explanations about 

events and 
information. E.g. 

why a character has 
acted in a particular 

way. 
 

Recognise simple 
recurring literacy 

language in stories 
and poems. 

 
Discuss and 

understand the 
meaning of new 

words, linking the 
meaning to known 

vocabulary.  
 

Discuss their 
favourite words and 

phrases. 
 

Begin to talk about 
the features of some 

non-fiction texts 
(instructions, non-

chronological, 
reports and letters. 

 

Express views on a 
wide range of 

poetry, stories and 
non-fiction. 

 
Discuss the 

sequence of events 
in books and how 

items of information 
are related to each 

other.  
 

Asks relevant 
questions about a 

variety of texts. 
 

Compare similarities 
and differences 
between texts. 

Year 2 



                                                     Each skill should be taught sequentially so that your class are secure in that heading. Then they will be able to advance to                                                                                       
t                                                   the next skill. This overview can be used like a spiral, where you will repeat skills several times throughout the year. 
 

See Year 3 & Year 4 spelling list for relevant words. 

Use age appropriate books for the children to read aloud – please see reading spine books as an example. 

Word reading - 
Decoding 

Retrieval Deduce Analyse Explore 

Apply growing 
knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and 
suffixes to help 

when reading aloud. 
 

Understand how 
commas are used 

when reading aloud.  
 

Read common 
exception words 

when reading aloud. 
 

Read independently, 
using a range of 
strategies to read 
difficult words, to 
establish meaning. 

 
Read aloud with 
expression and 

intonation, taking 
into account a range 

of punctuation to 
aid understanding,   

 
 

Summarise the main 
points in a text. 

 
Explain main points 
from a text, referring 

back to the text to 
support.  

 
Locate information 
in a text to support 

thoughts and 
discussion.  

 
Locate key words by 

skimming and 
scanning. 

 
Locate information 
by skimming and 

scanning. 

Read between the 
lines, using clues 
from the text and 

pictures, to discuss 
thoughts, feelings 

and actions of 
characters. 

 
Make plausible 

predictions based on 
knowledge from the 

text and wider 
connections (own 
knowledge and 
experiences). 

 
Explain how and 

why main 
characters act in a 

story, using 
evidence from the 

text to support 
claims.  

Use strategies to 
build an 

understanding of 
new words they 

encounter in texts 
(root words, context 

of the sentence). 
 

Discuss potential 
meaning of 
ambitious 
vocabulary 

encountered in texts. 
 
 

Use dictionaries to 
check meaning of 

words, and to create 
glossaries of key 
words for a text.  

Identify the 
difference between a 
wider range of non-
fiction and fiction 

text types. 
 

Discuss new words 
and phrases that 

capture the reader’s 
interest and 
imagination. 

 
Build an 

understanding of 
how to use 

information texts 
(Layout, index, 

contents page and 
glossary). 

 

Explore 
straightforward 

underlying themes 
and ideas within 

texts.  
 

Discuss how 
language structure 
and presentation 
link to meaning. 

 
Explore how 

language and 
grammar is used to 
build tension and 
create mood (cliff 

hangers, 
description, short 

sentences etc). 

Year 3 



                                                     Each skill should be taught sequentially so that your class are secure in that heading. Then they will be able to advance to                                                                                       
t                                                   the next skill. This overview can be used like a spiral, where you will repeat skills several times throughout the year. 
 

See Year 3 & Year 4 spelling list for relevant words. 

Use age appropriate books for the children to read aloud – please see reading spine books as an example. 

Word reading - 
Decoding 

Retrieval 
 

Deduce Analyse Explore 

Read most year 4&5 
high frequency 

words when reading 
aloud. 

 
Read aloud with 
expression and 

intonation, taking 
into account a range 

of punctuation to 
aid understanding,   

 
Read a range of age 

appropriate texts 
with fluency and 

accuracy. 
 

Read silently and 
then discuss what 

they have read. 
 
 

Use text marking 
(highlighting, 

underlining, notes in 
the margin etc.) to 
aid in retrieval of 
information and 

ideas from the text. 
 

Locate key words by 
skimming and 

scanning. 
 

Locate information 
by skimming and 

scanning. 
 

Use skimming and 
scanning to identify 
key ideas in texts.  

  
 
 
 

Use knowledge of 
text structure to 

locate information. 
 

Quote directly from 
the text to answer 

questions. 
 

Refer to the text to 
support opinions 
and predictions. 

 
Summarise and 

begin to paraphrase 
key ideas from 

across a text in their 
own words. 

 

Justify and 
elaborate on 
opinions and 
predictions by 

referring back to the 
text for evidence. 

 
Use clues from 

action, description 
and dialogue to 

establish meaning. 
 

Read between the 
lines to interpret 

what characters are 
thinking or feeling 
based on how they 
act and what they 

say. 
 

Clarifiy the meaning 
of ambitious words 
and /or phrases in 

context. 

Understand how a 
character is 
presented in 

different ways, and 
uses evidence from 
the text to support 

this. 
 

Recognise the 
different text 

features within a 
variety of texts and 

genres. 
 

Identify and discuss 
the various features 

of fiction genres 
(e.g. science fiction, 
adventure, mystery 

etc). 

Explore alternatives 
that could have 

happened in texts 
(e.g. a different 

ending), referring to 
the text to justify 

their ideas. 
 

Distinguish between 
fact and opinion in 

texts.  
 

Identify how 
different words and 

phrases create 
different image and 

atmosphere. 
 

Compares the 
structure of different 

stories to discover 
how they differ in 

pace, build up, 
sequence, 

complication and 
resolution.  

 
 

Year 4 



                                                     Each skill should be taught sequentially so that your class are secure in that heading. Then they will be able to advance to                                                                                       
t                                                   the next skill. This overview can be used like a spiral, where you will repeat skills several times throughout the year. 
 

Use age appropriate books for the children to read aloud – please see reading spine books as an example. 

Word reading - 
Decoding 

Retrieval Deduce Analyse Explore 

Read aloud with 
pace, fluency and 
expression, taking 
punctuation and 

author’s intent into 
account. 

 
Read aloud, taking 

into account 
sophisticated 

punctuation (… ; : - 
() and ‘ for 

contraction and 
possession and “” 
for direct speech) 

 
Read aloud all year 

5 & 6 spelling 
words. 

 
Work out how to 

pronounce 
unfamiliar written 

words with 
increasing 

automaticity. 

Refer to text to 
support opinions 
and elaborate. 

 
Retrieve and collate 

key ideas and 
information from a 
range of sources. 

 
Use skimming and 

scanning to find key 
information in a 

text. 
 

Summarise and 
paraphrase the main 

ideas drawn from 
across more than 
one paragraph, 
identifying key 

details that support 
the main ideas.  

 

Discuss messages, 
moods, feelings and 
attitudes from the 

text, using clues and 
inference and 

deduction skills. 
 

Understand and 
discuss how an 

author uses 
dialogue, action and 
descriptions to build 

a character. 
 

Identify 
relationships 

between characters, 
explaining what 

effects this has on 
the reader. 

Infer and deduce 
meanings based on 

evidence from 
different points in 

the text. 
 

Work out the 
meaning of 

unknown words 
from the context of 

the sentence. 
 

Work out the 
meaning of 

unknown words 
from similar words, 

root words and 
prefixes. 

 
Predict what might 
happen next in a 

story based on the 
details, both stated 

and implied. 
 

Compare and talk 
about the structure 
and features of a 

range of non-fiction 
texts. 

 
Understand how a 

character is 
presented in 

different ways, and 
uses evidence from 
the text to support 

this. 
 
 

Identify and discuss 
the various features 

of fiction genres 
(e.g. science fiction, 
adventure, mystery 

etc). 

Distinguish between 
fact and opinion in 

texts. 
  

Discuss the impact 
of individual words 
and phrases on the 

reader 
 

Talk to others about 
books they have 

read and listens to 
classmates, in order 

to share book 
recommendations 

and widen 
understanding of 

the world. 
 

Reviews books, 
saying what they 

have enjoyed about 
it. 
 

Discuss how 
figurative language 

creates images. 
 
 
 

Year 5 



                                                     Each skill should be taught sequentially so that your class are secure in that heading. Then they will be able to advance to                                                                                       
t                                                   the next skill. This overview can be used like a spiral, where you will repeat skills several times throughout the year. 
 

Use age appropriate books for the children to read aloud – please see reading spine books as an example. 

 

 

Word reading - 
Decoding 

Retrieval Deduce Comprehension Analyse Explore 

Read aloud age 
appropriate books 

with confidence and 
fluency. 

 
Read aloud with 
intonation that 

shows 
understanding. 

Retrieve information 
from a range of 
places in a text. 

 
Summarise main 
ideas, identifying 
key details and 

using quotations to 
support. 

 
Paraphrase ideas to 
make sense of more 
challenging texts. 

 

Work out the 
meaning of words 
from the context of 

the sentence.  
 

Explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 

read, making 
inferences and 

justifying these with 
evidence. 

 
Predict what might 
happen next from 

details, both stated 
and implied. 

SATs style question 
preparation. 

Discuss the layout 
of a text and 

comment on its 
effectiveness. 

 
Identify the 

purpose, audience 
and organisation of 

both fiction and 
non-fiction texts, 
and evaluate the 

success of each of 
these elements. 

 
Analyse a 

character’s motives 
throughout a story, 

and use evidence 
from the text to back 

up opinions. 

Explain how authors 
use language, 

including figurative 
language, and 

consider the impact 
on the reader. 

 
Make comparisons 
within and across 
books and texts. 

Year 5 Year 6 



                                                     Each skill should be taught sequentially so that your class are secure in that heading. Then they will be able to advance to                                                                                       
t                                                   the next skill. This overview can be used like a spiral, where you will repeat skills several times throughout the year. 
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                                                     Each skill should be taught sequentially so that your class are secure in that heading. Then they will be able to advance to                                                                                       
t                                                   the next skill. This overview can be used like a spiral, where you will repeat skills several times throughout the year. 
 

 

 

Key terms 
 

Fluency  
 

The ability to read with speed, accuracy, and 
proper expression. 

Effect on the reader   How does it make the reader feel about the 
writing? Happy, sad etc. 

Expression  The ability to change your voice to show 
feeling when reading 

Inference  Using what you know to make a guess about 
what you don't know or reading between the 

lines. 

Skimming and scanning Reading through the text quickly, looking out 
for key words to quickly find information. 

 


